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CHAPTER   VIII.

THE   EVOLUTIONIST   END.

IN showing the important bearing which evolution
has on the causes of pleasure, the argument of the
preceding chapter has also made clear that the ends
of evolutionism and of hedonism cannot be made to
explain one another. The theory which starts with
a maximum of pleasure as the ultimate end, but
points to the course of evolution as showing how
that end is to be realised, is confronted by the fact
that the development of life does not always tend
to increased pleasure, and that the laws of its
development cannot therefore be safely adopted as
maxims for the attainment of pleasure. The same
objection may be taken to the method of interpret-
ing the evolutionist end by means of the pleasurable
results of conduct. The two do not correspond with
that exactness which would admit of one doing duty
for the other as a practical guide. And a further
difficulty has been shown to stand in the way of